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Background
• NYPA made a presentation to the RRS on Feb 1, 

2007 on Rule I-R3
• Operating Committee approved a new application 

starting Summer ’07 on April 20
– Zone J above 11,200MW Astoria East CC1 / CC2 auto 

fuel swap in place or one CT on oil pre-contingency
• NYISO Tech Bulletin 156 & Tariff Filing

– Allows NYISO to compensate generators for increased 
costs incurred when complying with LRR

• NYISO Draft Tech Bulletin 159 – Application of 
NYSRC Reliability rules and LRR’s
– Provides better transparency on all 69 applications
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How all this came about

December 30, 1989
Fiery Blast Shuts Off Power to Many New Yorkers 

By ROBERT D. MCFADDEN

A natural gas main in the South Bronx exploded in a tower of flames visible 
across the metropolitan area yesterday, killing two people and forcing a 
shutoff of power and subway service in large sections of the Bronx and 
Manhattan throughout the afternoon and early evening. 

Hundreds of thousands of subway riders were affected by a shutdown of all 
service in the Bronx and on the East Side and northern end of Manhattan, 
while the blackouts affected 77,000 households and businesses on the Upper 
East Side and 58,000 more in a wide crescent of the south and west Bronx. 

The blast was apparently ignited about 1 P.M. when a backhoe struck a 26-
inch underground main outside a Con Edison distribution plant at 132d Street 
on the East River.
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Issues brought Forward to RRS on 
February 1

• New generators are not designed as  
traditional dual fuel

• Air permit & environmental restrictions 
could limit their availability – jeopardizing 
reliability

• Existing dual fuel fleet is aging
• Increased reliance on new generators may 

lead to reliability concerns due to oil 
burning restrictions
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Issues brought forward, continued

Need to include Planning

• The current Rule makes the assumption 
that there exists a feasible & sustainable 
operating system.  But, without proper 
planning there is no guarantee that the 
system will be able to operate in 
compliance with the LRR

• LRR for loss of gas must be forward 
looking to ensure long term reliability at a 
sensible cost
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Alternatives suggested on Feb 1

• Re-examine the Rule itself
• In the SRIS context, include Loss of Gas, 

so that generators can be properly located
• Include “planning” into the Rule
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RRS Comments & Actions
• Much Discussion
• Choosing an optimal location, thru SRIS,  is an 

issue outside RRS
• It was decided to obtain the NYISO’s position on 

these items – AI 92-2
• NYISO’s legal staff to review 
• Led to further discussion on the extreme 

contingency of loss of fuel.  Stringent 
environmental requirements are not included in 
RNA planning.  
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RRS Comments & Actions, continued

• More discussion on environmental constraints 
which will result in more gas and less oil making 
it difficult to comply with LOG rule

• RRS suggests that ICS consider generation 
availability in future IRM studies – AI 95-1

• RRS to suggest that NYISO provide updates to 
EC on progress to include impact of new 
environmental laws in the planning process – AI 
95-2

• NYISO acknowledged that LOG was not 
examined in longer term planning process and is 
discussing how to consider it
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RRS Actions Continued

• June 28– NYISO legal dept. still reviewing
• RRS considered the importance again and 

agreed to update the EC
– Goal is to expedite a NYISO response 
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Other NYISO Longer term planning 
issues

• RGGI
• High Electric Demand Day 
• Fuel Diversity
• Development and evaluation of 

environmental scenarios into the Reliability 
Needs Assessment

• Renewable Portfolio Standard –
forecasting study for Wind production

• Distributed Generation
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LRR I-R3 – Loss of Gas

• Still an issue
• Other Concerns are also important – we 

don’t disagree.  There is a common 
denominator

• But, this LOG is real and happening now  
• Use this issue to jump-start the others.  

– Don’t wait for one solution for all


